


them with greater unanimity in the 
future than they have in the past. 

' The alternative is to wait for admis- 
sions and financial pressures to in- 
crease to the point where other, more 
powerful, groups will begin to evolve 
their own programs. By that time a 
unified front in higher education 
would come too late. So, while colleges 
disagree on the details or desirability 
of this plan or that, I believe it is 
imperative that they find those points 
on which they can agree and commu- 
nicate this consensus to the commu- 
nity. Then and only then will society 
support the programs which are essen- 
tial to meet these highly intricate and 
difficult challenges. 





It is therefore my firm belief that the 
only solution to the problems of finan- 
cial aid officers isto gain a much larger 
and wider degree of community sup- 
port than they have had in the past. I 
do not think it likely that this desired 
assistance will be forthcoming until 
society has a better understanding and 
appreciation of all the dimensions of 
the problems facing higher education. 
The state of the public mind on these 
matters is now quite confused and, as 
I have stressed, this is due in no small 
part to the conflicting statements that 
have emanated from the colleges and 
universities. To acquire the backing 
needed to provide the funds necessary, 
the higher educational community 


must become more cohesive, empha- 
size its basic unity of purpose, and—in 
spite of either professional or more 
material reservations about a given 
proposal — consciously defer to those 
programs which would bring some 
needed relief generally. Assuming this 
is done, and it is a rather large assump- 
tion, financial aid officers will still find 
their ingenuity taxed to meet the vari- 
ety of requests that are made. But in- 
creased support from the community 
could free them to administer their 
programs of financial assistance more 
in accord with the unique natures of 
their individual institutions. More ima- 
portant, it would mean opportunities 
for a greater number of students. 
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